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Traditionally, books on shell programming present the shell as the user interface to UNIX. This

complete guide shows how to use the shell to develop shell scripts, using the shell more like a

programming language than a command interpreter.   Covers shell syntax, portability on different

UNIX systems, using shell scripts to catch or ignore signals, executing commands using the remote

shell command, and using the shell's redirection syntaxes.   For software development engineers,

system administrators, and QA test engineers who work with UNIX computer systems.
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The author starts off with the assumption that the reader is technically savvy but has no knowledge

of shell scripting. This means that the first chapter necessarily covers basicsyntax such as creating

a script file, comments, file name expansion, quotes, control structures, pipes, etc. I found this

chapter extremely useful for reviewing the basic building blocks that all shell scripts tend to share.

This will be a valuable chapter for someone brand new to shell scripting or Unix-style operating

systems. The 4 pages covering quoting was the most lucid coverage I have yet found.Variable are

covered comprehensively in Chapter 2. This chapter covers all the ways of declaring, initializing,

assigning and passing variables. It also covers the Borne shell special variables, such as $?, $$,

etc. I learned some new techniques for handling uninitialized variables using special Borne shell

syntax, such as "$". This statement causes the script to print out the "message" and then terminate

if the "variable" is not initialized.The author next covers shell functions and built-in commands



available in Borne shell. The 3 pages on shell functions is adequate to illustrate function syntax. The

author also does an adequate job of examining function parameters, variables in functions,

strategies for reusing functions and the different effects from executing a function in the current shell

versus a subshell. The rest of the book shows numerous examples of functions, so the lackof

function examples here is acceptable. Next the author introduces the important built-incommands

such as : (null), . (dot), eval, exec, read, test, wait, and many others. All of the non-obvious

commands have an example or two.
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